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Message from the ERC: Consultation with IASC on cluster activation in the Pacific region

THE FOLLOWING IS A MESSAGE FROM VALERIE AMOS, EMERGENCY RELIEF
COORDINATOR:

Dear IASC Colleagues,
I seek your endorsement for the formalization of the regional coordination arrangements for
the Pacific region, in accordance with the agreed IASC procedures for implementing the
cluster approach.
I refer to the attached letter and cover note seeking IASC endorsement of the Humanitarian
Architecture in the Pacific region, submitted for your consideration by the respective
Resident Coordinators in Fiji, Mr. Knut Ostby, and Samoa, Ms. Nileema Noble. Together
they work with 14 Pacific Island Countries (Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia,
Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau,
Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu).
The Pacific islands face multiple natural disasters annually, with varying degree of national
capacity to deal with emergencies. This has left small and disbursed populations highly
vulnerable. In this context, effective humanitarian response requires a tailored approach. In
order to respond effectively to disasters in the region, the UN Country Teams in Fiji and
Samoa established the Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT) in 2008, based on the principles of
humanitarian reform and the cluster approach. The PHT is the agreed coordination
mechanism among all the major humanitarian actors in the region and maintains seven
open-ended clusters and an early recovery network for effective and inclusive preparedness
and response. The PHT partners seek to formalize the arrangement to have a more
accountable and better resourced humanitarian architecture in the Pacific, which can
formally engage with regional and national partners.
The following arrangements have been agreed with the national PHT partners and are
designed to complement and support national disaster response arrangements:
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UNDP to facilitate the PHT Early Recovery Network following emergencies.
As per the usual procedures, please let me know if you have any concerns with the
proposed arrangements. I would be grateful if you could revert to me by 1 February 2012,
copying Ms. Ingvill Tveite (tveite@un.org) on your reply. If I do not hear from you to the
contrary, I will inform Mr. Knut Ostby and Ms. Nileema Noble that the coordination
arrangements have been endorsed by the IASC.
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Best regards,
Valerie
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